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Methodology

 Twenty-five minute survey of 1800 Canadians from across the
country. |

* November 29 to December 10th.
* Margin of error is +2.3% 19 times out of 20.

e Other data taken from Ipsos-Reid Express (N=1,000) with a
margin of error of £ 3.2% 19 times out of 20.
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Overview

Social issues (health and education) remain at the top of the
public agenda.

Views on the state of the economy have remained stable since
September 2002. General positive feelings regarding the
direction of the country and future performance of the
economy.

Continued optimism that their personal financial situation will
remain the same or improve.

Government’s overall satisfaction level is split: 32% positive
vs. 30% negative. This is down from 38% in September.

Perception of Government’s fiscal performance (surplus vs.
deficit) is stable since September and remains split.



Social Issues at the top of the Public Agenda

#,  “Net total responses to the question “What issues should receive the greatest attention from Canada’s leaders?”
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November ‘02 (n=1,000, data collected on the Ipsos-Reid Express)
Economic = Taxes 3%, Jobs 5%, Economy 12%, Debt&Deficit 5%
Social = Health 50%, Education 15 %, Poverty 5%, Environment 11%, Crime 3%
Unity = National Unity & Quebec 2%

i/(qt‘ernational/T errorism = Terrorism 11%, Immigration 3%, Military 14%, International Issues 8%, Iraq/S.Hussein 3%



Most Important Issues

[, “What issues should receive the greatest attention from Canada’s leaders? (Total Mentions)”
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Perceived Direction of the Country

Some people say that, while the country has some problems, Canada is generally headed in the right

J). direction at the current time. Other people say that there are more things going badly than well in Canada

right now and that the country is headed in the wrong direction. Which of those two statements is closer to
your own opinion?

—— Right direction ==~ Wrong direction
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State of Federal Finances

2 Based on what you know, what is the current state of federal government finances, is the government running
an annual deficit (spending more money than they are receiving), running an annual surplus (receiving more
money than they are spending), or are their finances basically in balance?

—— Deficit = Balanced —— Surplus
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